THE PSYCHO-ANALYSIS OF CHILDREN

If all goes well his good attitude to the father's penis is the foundation
of a good relationship to his own sex and at the same time enables the
boy to complete his heterosexual development. Whilst, however, in
the boy an oral-sucking relation to his father's penis may, under cer-
tain circumstances, lead to homosexuality, in the girl it is normally
the precursor of heterosexual impulses and of the Oedipus conflict. As
the girl turns towards the father her libidinal desires find a new aim;
correspondingly the boy, by turning anew to the mother, regains her
as a genital love object. The genital asserts itself.

In that early phase of development in which, as I have called it,
sadism is at its height, I have found that all the pre-genital stages and
the genital stage as well are cathected in rapid succession. What then
happens is that the libido gradually consolidates its position by its
struggle with the destructive instinctual drives.

Side by side with the polarity of the life-instinct and the death-
instinct, we may, I think, place their interaction as a fundamental
factor in the dynamic processes of the mind. There is an indissoluble
bond between the libido and destructive tendencies which puts the
former to a great extent in the power of the latter. But the vicious
circle dominated by the death-instinct, in which aggression gives rise
to anxiety and anxiety reinforces aggression can be broken by the
libidinal forces when these have gained in strength; in the early
stages of development, the life-instinct has to exert its power to the
utmost in order to maintain itself against the death-instinct. But this
very necessity stimulates sexual development.

Since genital impulses remain concealed for a long time, we are not
able to discern clearly the fluctuations and interminglings of the
various stages of development which result from the conflict between
destructive and libidinal impulses. The emergence of the stages of
organization with which we are acquainted corresponds, I would say,
not only to the positions which the libido has won and established in
its struggle with the destructive instinct, but, since these two com-
ponents are for ever united as well as opposed, to a growing adjust-
ment between them.

Analyses of the deepest mental levels uncover a flourishing
sadism of which comparatively little is visible in the small child. My

intense and obviously pleasurable interest while his mother killed and pre-
pared fish in the kitchen. Soon afterwards he developed a great dislike of fish
foods, which spread to a dislike of seeing fish and then to a regular fish phobia.
Experience of numerous early analyses in which attacks on fishes, snakes and
lizards have been seen to represent attacks on the father's penis enable us, I
think, to understand the child's behaviour. The killing of fish by his mother
satisfied his sadistic impulses against his father's penis in a very high degree,
and this made him afraid of his father, or, more correctly, of his father's penis.
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